CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Monday
10th November
Tuesday
11th November

Prayer Time 9.30-10.30am in
the Parents Room.

Wednesday
12th November

MumCo 9.30 -11am
KYB 12.30pm

Thursday

13th November

ONE50 Dance 3.45pm
Friday

14th November

Youth Group 7.00-9.00pm
Saturday

15th November

Nepalese Church

8.30am - 12 noon

Grace Community Church
Music Practise 12noon-
2.30pm

Sunday
16th November

9am Worship Service
10.45am Worship Service
2pm Grace Community
Church Service

On-sGne CGiving
Account Name

Elizabeth Church of Christ
BSB Number

105 121

Account Number
441343540

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 9am - 2:30pm
WEBSITE: www.elizabethcoc.org
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WELL, I'M OFFENDED

Have you ever been offended? In today’s society to
take offence is as common as taking a breath.
Therefore, let me be clear, | am not talking about being
upset because someone doesn't like my dog’s jumper. |
am talking about being offended because someone
genuinely dishonoured or mistreated you.

How do you respond when you have been offended?
We could retaliate and make sure to get even or right
the wrong that has been caused against us. We could
become a recluse; simply hiding away and hoping that
the lies and/or embarrassment passes away quickly. |
know there are other ways that we could respond, but
again, how do you respond when offended? Think
about it.

Now, | am sure you have come up with some creative
reactions to being offended. So let me ask you another
question. Do you think the Gospel is offensive?
Certainly not! The Gospel is the loving act of God to
redeem us from a sin debt, restore us to sons and
daughters of the Kingdom, and to repurpose us to a life
that brings him Glory. How in the world could that be
offensive? There is no way people could have a
problem with God wanting to set them free, give them a
new identity and purpose for life. Right? Wrong. The
scripture makes it clear that the Gospel is offensive.
Look at this passage: | Corinthians 1:22-23

Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles,

People simply don’t like the Gospel. Why? It doesn't fit
their view of God. It doesn’t align with their narrative of
life. Still, others simply believe there is no God or that
they are god themselves. So, if we approach these
individuals with the gospel, as we described earlier,
they will not embrace it to well. They will take grave
offense. As Paul says, they will stumble over it
(because it is not what they are expecting) or they will
disregard it as foolish (because they are to wise to
believe such nonsense) Please don't forget, Paul
himself was offended by the Gospel that eventually
brought him true freedom. Therefore, don't forget there
is still hope for these people.

Where does this put us as believers. Those of us who
genuinely believe Jesus is the Son of God who came to
reconcile the lost to the Father. What is our relationship
with people who are offended by the Gospel. Well, it is
to love them and continue to let the Gospel testify to
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them through our lives. Yes, that will put usin a
remarkably similar place as the new testament church
in Acts 8. We will be persecuted. In the western
culture this persecution isn’t often physical violence,
yet it is a direct attack on what we hold as truth from
the gospel. We will find that people will dislike us and
want nothing to do with us. They will strive to discredit
the true message of the Gospel. They will distort the
truth to fit their narrative and call us intolerant. They
will do all they can to destroy the witness we have as a
new creation from the power of the Gospel. They will
do all they can to remove Christ’s presence from every
sphere of influence.

We shouldn’t expect anything different. | honestly
believe that Christ-followers today need to embrace
the reality that we are not the favoured society of
humanity. We are the minority and the ones the
enemy would love to overthrow. Persecution will
continue to happen. We have to decide if we are going
to get offended by their offence or if we are going to
love them with the very gospel they despise. This
Gospel message will either be a sweet aroma of life or
a stench of death. But the response is up to them, and
we can't get offended if they don’t want the Gospel.
We also must realise that even though the Gospel is
offensive, we must not be offensive in our approach.
Our attitude and actions must be driven by the very
love and hope of the Gospel message. What is that?
That all will repent and believe in our Good

Shepherd. Christ-followers will speak the Gospel truth
in love, but love is not a jerk. Read | Corinthians 13:4-
8 and apply that to the way you respond to those who
find offense in the Gospel. It is quite the challenge.
Join me Sunday as we unpack the reality of the
Gospel being offensive.

Bless ya,
Pastor Brent

Elder's
Elections 2025

Cheryl Hudson

November 16, 23 & 30

PHONE: (08) 8255 2467

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES: 9am, 10:45am & 2pm  SMALL GROUPS: 5pm
EMAIL: office @elizabethcoc.org

FACEBOOK:  Elizabeth COC



A special welcome to all our visitors. May you be blessed by
the time you have spent with us at the Elizabeth Church of
Christ.

PRAISE & PRAYER NEWS

PRAISE GOD FOR:
e Brent's message last Sunday talking about our heart condition
and how a surrendered heart is a favoured heart.

e The continuing showers of rain that are refilling our dams and
bringing life to our gardens and farms.

e That He has given us the Holy Spirit to guide us in our daily
lives.

o For the gift bags that have already been filled by generous
givers, for the Elizabeth South’s upcoming Christmas party.

PRAY FOR:

e Students who are sitting for exams and those who are
preparing for further study next year.

o The people who have been injured or made homeless after
recent Cyclones in Haiti and Jamaica.

e Our nation and its leaders.

e Our emergency services personal who attend to so many in
their time of need.

e Members who are struggling with colds, viruses or recovering
for recent surgery.

Eph. 4:15 “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every aspect the mature body of him who is the
head, that is, Christ.”

Wednesday 12" November — MumCo
Sunday 16" November — Sunday Lunch @ Café Hope
Tuesday 18" November — Talk N Do
Saturday 22" November — Celebrate Lexi
Sunday 7" December — Family Service 10am

4
Thursday 13" November @ 7pm
at Graham Crocker’s House
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Helpers Needed

...to help Set Up Food Serving

Party Helpers ...to help Clean Up

Monday 1 Decem

see Michelle if you can help.

z=+w==  The November Bible Reading plan is
= : available at the Information Desk and on
the church website

It is getting to that time of year. You know when there seems to be
events upon events. Celebrations for this. End of year events for
that. Christmas Break ups and even some graduations. Some
things are ending. Some things are taking a break. People are
getting ready to go on holidays soon. And the age old question - Is
it time to put the Christmas tree up yet?

The end of the year seems to be such a busy time where we are
always on the go and just trying to get through to the end of the
year so we can start the next. But in the busyness of it all is a
pretty significant event. The celebration of the birth of Jesus — our
Saviour. We sometimes forget in the hype and commercialism of
Christmas about the true meaning, but let's focus our thoughts at
this time as we remember that a young girl was asked to give birth
to the Saviour of the world. Her betrothed was asked to support,
love and protect both her and her baby. Shepherds left their flocks
and came to worship. Wise men travelled far to see this baby and
bring gifts for a king. A king that came as a baby into this world.
Emmanuel — God with us. Came as a baby, grew into a man and
took the burdens of our sins on his shoulders. This baby born and
laid in a manger — a feeding trough, such a simple bed, but grew
up to save the world. Grew up to save us all.

So as we sing the carols, as we weave through the overly busy
shops and fight for that last car park lets remember that this time
of year is the time we celebrate the birth of our King. Our Saviour.
Our Lord.

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US TO
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PLEASE JOIN US TO CELEBRATE LEXI'S 18™ BIRTHDAY
AMND HER GRADUATION AS WELL AS WISH HER FAREWELL
BEFORE SHE HEADS TO THE USA FOR A YEAR

SPM, SATURDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2025

ELIZABETH CHURCH OF CHRIST
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38 ASHFIELD RD, ELIZABETH SA 5112 Please bring a plaic
of foodio share
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Helpers Needed on (°/ 1 dstm sy Yooy
Serving & Clean up /
Set Up on //}L/‘wﬁjw”«ﬂ/k Eve
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About Men Christmas get together Breakup ‘
Please join us for our Christmas Breakup =
luncheon .
Where: Charleston Hotel 26 Main Street é
Charleston When: Tuesday November 25th
commencing 12 Noon RSVP: By Tuesday 18th
November to the Church Office
This is an open invitation to all. Some car-pooling will be
available.




