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Christ 

The Feast of the Father 

This morning we conclude the Prodigal God 

series, which has provided powerful insights 

from the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15. 

We have seen how gracious and welcoming the 

father was to his son, how generous and giving. 

We have seen forgiveness illustrated for all of us 

to see and follow. We have seen the heart of the 

elder brother and heard God call us away from 

that angry judgmentalism. There are so many 

lessons for us all to learn. I encourage everyone 

to take another look at the parable, read the 

book and watch the teaching videos. 

Today we come to the feast which happens 

towards the end of the story. The son is back, 

the father is happy and he arranged a great 

celebration meal.  

It is possible to see in this parable the whole 

salvation story of the Bible. Humanity being the 

younger son who rebels and finds himself away 

from home. Keller draws insights for us about 

Godõs purposes in the whole world: 

The younger brotherõs sin turned him 

into an exile from his home. He had 

disgraced his family and the entire 

community would have been outraged. 

He would have had to take his money and 

go far away, and he did. When he did so, 

he became an image of the human race. 

For we were made for life in the Garden 

of Eden. Our true home is in the 

presence of God. But we have lost our 

home. We are all exiles. òHomeó is the 

place that truly fits and suits us. We were 

made to know and serve God, to live in 

his presence and enjoy his love and 

beauty. 

I invite you to reflect on this parable in the light 

of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for 

us all. Keller puts it like this: 

Jesus was crucified outside the gate of 

Jerusalem, a sign of exile and rejection 

(Heb. 13:11-12). Jesus experiences the 

exile that the human race deserves. He is 

alienated and cast out so we can be 

brought home. On the cross, Jesus loses 

fellowship and communion with the 

father. He cries out, òMy God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?ó (Matt 27:45).  

He is forsaken and òcast outó of the 

family, so that we can be brought in. As 

we can see from the parable itself, Jesus 

calls younger brothers to repent. He does 

not only eat with them for the sake of 

òinclusivenessó or just to defy 

conventionñrather he calls people to 

change. And he gives us the foretaste of 

that great feast, what we call òThe Lordõs 

Supperó or Communion. To sit at the 

Communion table you donõt have to be 

perfect, only repentant. So anyone can 

come, and anyone does come. 

The Elizabeth Church of Christ, along with all 

other Christian churches, is called to reach out 

to the ôyounger brothersõ of our community. We 

are also called to live as a family in our church, 

revealing Godõs values to the world in the way 

we relate to each other in our community of 

faith. 

I pray our God will help us all grow more deeply 

into Christ through this wonderful story! 

Sunday Night Worship 

Graeme Pearce will bring Godõs word to us at 

tonightõs Sunday Night Worship at 6pm, all are 

welcome to attend and also share in a light 

supper following the service. 

Reminder to Parents/ Caregivers 

Please donõt forget that next week is our KIDS 

COFFEE TIME  
WHERE YOU ASK  
in our back room 

after the service. 

Regular Tea & Coffee 

FREE!!  (as usual) 

OR for only $2.50 you can 

have an excellent cup of real 

coffee from our coffee 

machine. 

Chips and other snacks also 

available most Sundays. 

Come along after church and 

enjoy getting to know 

each other over a cuppa. 

These are great opportunities 

to build community in our 

church family. 
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SMALL GROUPS are a great way to find support and friendship 

and to grow in your relationship with God. 

See Colin Watson or check the small groups board in the foyer for a 

group near to you. 

SUNDAY  12 SEPTEMBER 

7-8:00am EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETING - at NCOH 

 (Heytesbury Rd & Pritchard St, Davoren Pk) 

9:00-9:30am WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING - at the Church 
10:00am WORSHIP SERVICE / TORCHLIGHT GROUPS 

 - Led by M Hill 

 Theme: Prodigal God 4  (Isaiah 25:6-12) 

2:00pm SINGõNõCHAT - at the Church 

6:00pm EVENING SERVICE 

TUESDAY  14 SEPTEMBER 

9:00am TALK-N-DO - at the Church 

6:30-8:00pm GIRLS BRIGADE - at the Church 

WEDNESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 
9:30am ôMOPS - at the Church 

THURSDAY  16 SEPTEMBER 

8:45-10:45am HOUSEKEEPERõS GROUP - at the Church 

3:45pm ONE50 DANCE - at the Church 

FRIDAY  17 SEPTEMBER 

7:00-9:30pm REFLECTOR  (Flood Light Youth Ministries - in the 

 Shed 
SATURDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 

 UPSIDE DOWN CIRCUS TRAINING DAY - at the 

 Church 

SUNDAY  19 SEPTEMBER 
7-8:00am EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETING - at Christian 

 Reformed Church of Elizabeth (Semley St Eliz Vale) 

9:00-9:30am WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING - at the Church 

10:00am FAMILY SERVICE 

 - Led by M Hill 

 Theme: Family Service/Baptism 

11:30am COMMUNITY LUNCH/FUNDRAISER 

THE WEEK AHEAD  

ROSTERS FOR 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19 TH  

10:00AM 

Co-ordinator  K Farrow 

Setup/packup Communion  H & S Kaye 

Greeters  H Stanton/S Stanton-Retelsdorf 

Security  R & R Retelsdorf 

Tea & Coffee  A & M Mount 

Communion Leader  S Watson 

Bible Reader  TBA 

Helpers  M & V Zerna/Y Lans/R Webster/

H & S Kaye/A & M Mount 

Sunday Pray-ers M Zerna/C Jones/C Buscumb 

Projector & Video  R Carbone 

Sound D Malycha 

Welcoming Hosts  J Smoult 

Information Desk  S Neville 

Muffin Ministry  S Kaye/M Robinson (20) 

NEXT WEEKõs é HELPERS 

ROSTERS FOR 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19 TH  

6.00PM 

Coordinator  L Mayes 

Speaker J Mitchell 

Bible Reader  S Spicer 

Communion  J Mathieson 

Multimedia  N Nicolai 

Music M Aguarino/V Zerna 

Supper  M & V Zerna 

NEXT WEEKõs é SUNDAY NIGHT WORSHIP ROSTER 

ROSTERS FOR 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER19 TH  

10:00AM 

Worship Leader  M Hill 

Drums  G Brouwers 

Piano  

Lead Electric Guitar  J Zerna 

Acoustic Guitar  M Hill 

Bass M Watson 

Wind/Other  R Tidswell 

Vocals I Hall/N Carbone/M Aguarino 

NEXT WEEKõs é WORSHIP ROSTER 

BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES  
Happy Birthday to Tania Rose and 

Gordon McKenzie for 13 September and Dawn 

Stewart for 14 September.  Hope you have a lovely 

day. 

Family Service and FUN-draiser 

Lunch. This will be a great opportunity 

for your kids to hear the message of 

Jesus from other kids their age in our 

local community as we have invited the 

African Childrenõs Choir from the IEPC 

Church in Elizabeth to share with us.  

This will also be a great service to invite 

friends and family as we will be celebrating the baptism of 

Mikayla Cox and sharing the Gospel message clearly on this 

day.  

Following the service you are invited to hang around for a 

BBQ lunch, buy something yummy from the Baked Goods 

Stall which the kids have been cooking, browse the Toy 

Exchange, collect a great second hand book, have your 

face painted, play some games and then finish off with a 

delicious and very creative Ice Cream Sundae. All money 

will go towards our new KIDS Ministry rooms arriving in 

about 3 weeks! 

Alabaster Boxes 

Please note that during the service on Sunday 

morning 19th September the Alabaster Boxes 

will be received, with all money going to help 

our building fund. Thank you to all who have been faithfully 

bringing their boxes over the years. You can request a box 

from the Welcome Desk on Sunday mornings.  



PRAISE POINTS  
òOn this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of 

rich food for all peoples,  

a banquet of aged wineñ the best of meats and the finest of 

wines. On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that 

enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations;  

he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will 

wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

disgrace of his people from all the earth. The Lord has 

spoken.ó Isaiah 25:6ð8 

Praise God for 

 ̈For the Playford Councilõs goodwill and helpfulness 

regarding the processing of the application for 

transportable buildings for childrenõs ministry. The 

process is continuing. 

 ̈The generosity of Church members as various needs 

arise. 

 ̈The wonderful support of church families in assisting 

with morning teas for the Crocker and other recent 

funerals. 

PLEASE BE PRAYING FOR:  

 ̈The people of New Zealand  as they recover 

from the recent earthquake in the 

Christchurch area. 

 ̈The ministry of the Evangelical Students groups as they 

follow up contacts made during the recent mission week. 

Pray for the Spring Day Trip as international students are 

invited by the ES groups to spend the day seeing some of 

the sights of Adelaide and surrounds. Pray that 

friendships made will lead to conversations about the 

gospel. 

 ̈Mikalya Cox who will be baptised at a special baptismal 

service on the 19th of September. The Girls Brigade 

will form a guard of honour and a childrenõs choir from 

the African Church will sing. Pray the whole service will 

be a strong witness to the Gospel. 

 ̈Pray for the Hall family with Robert having a heart 

related problem last week. 

 ̈Keep lifting in prayer those feeling the pain of grief from 

the loss of loved ones. 

 ̈The young people as they prepare for the next Friday 

Night Church on the 17th Sept. Pray that other Church 

youth groups might also become involved in this ministry. 

 ̈Good News at the Big Top 5th ð 10th October. Pray 

for Godõs provision. 

COMING EVENTS  
Saturday 18th September: 

Upside Down Circus Training Day  

Sunday 19th September: 

Community Lunch/Fundraiser 

5th - 10th October:  

Good News at the Big Top 

KNIT AND NATTER  
To everything there is a season and my season with Knit and 

Natter is drawing to a close.  This will be my last year as 

coordinator for Knit and Natter as family and health matter 

require more of my time.  Over the years it has been very 

satisfying to see blankets go to so many places, such as The 

Sunday Mail Blanket Appeal, Teen Challenge, Genesis, The 

Playford Community Fund, Mission Australia, West Care and 

Mission World Aid.  As well as blankets, hundreds of childrenôs 

jumpers and hats have gone to places in Africa, Asia and even 

Bosnia. 

I would like to thank everyone who has knitted or contributed 

wool or has helped in any way, without you there would have 

been nothing, and because of you a lot of needy people were 

helped and made warmer.  It has been a pleasure and a 

privilege to work with you all.  Anyone who is knitting now, 

donõt worry, I will still collect and deliver until the end of this 

year. 

Thank you all again, Betty Thompson. 

FRIDAY 

NIGHT 

CHURCH  
Led by our Youth & 

Young Adults 

17 September   7 ð 

9:30pm 

ôThe Shedõ, Music, Worship, Testimonies 

All Welcome 

More Info Contact: Sarah Watson 

8255 2467 sarah@elizabethcoc.org 



NEEDED  
The Singõnõchat team need a keyboard player (piano or 

organ) for Sunday afternoon October 3rd. If you can help 

please see Vera Watson or Judy Hubrechsen. 

The EVANGEL & photoõs are regularly updated on the 

church webpage                                                 

www.elizabethcoc.org 

Today, 12th September 

THANK YOU  
Maureen Brooks and family 

would like to thank all my 

Church family for their 

phone messages, prayers, cards, flowers and kindness in the 

passing of Tom. 

Edwin sharing 

about Dadõs Night 

Out on Fatherõs 

Day 

Fatherõs Day 

chocolates 

treat for all 

Dads! 

EVANGELICAL STUDENTS - 

JESUS WEEK UPDATE  

With over 30,000 students studying everyday over the three 

North Terrace campuses (Adelaide Uni, Uni SA City East, Uni 

SA City West), our work was cut out for us!  

But 170 brave Evangelical Students suited up in their 

contrasting red jumpers and went to uni with a purpose that 

week, to share the love of God with their friends. 

And the results speak for themselves. 

324 non-ES guests (so we assume that was 324 non-

Christians) rocked up to at least one of either the talks, the 

debate or the other organised evangelistic events. The debate 

itself saw 200 people attend with 120 guests, many of which 

said they were challenged by the Christian speaker and ES staff 

worker, Dave. 

The 5 bible talks received a record high 37% attendance of 

non-Christian guests, over the course of the week. 

While an average of 60 people braved the cold mornings and 

arrived at uni at 7:30 for the prayer breakfasts, held each 

morning during the week. We have some dedicated young 

evangelists in our city of Adelaide! 

The following are stories which show how God was working 

on the university campuses during this ôJesus Weekõ 

Kat (Arts ð 1st Year student) 

òIt has been amazing to witness Godõs hand during Jesus week 

in outreach opportunities at uni. One such example came in 

the form of a young man who despite having no real reason to 

be at uni ð found himself in line at Mondayõs free barbeque and 

was invited to the Great Debate. Intrigued by the idea of a 

religious clash,õ Johnõ attended the forum and the following 

session hosted by the professions faculty where he was given 

the opportunity to ask questions. 

John has since attended all of the Jesus week bible talks, 

cutting work to do so and has expressed interest in reading 

the gospel of Mark with a staff worker to find an answer to 

the question òIs God Love?ó We have all been encouraged by 

Godõs control of the situation and the way in which he has 

brought many to hear the Good News preached on campus 

this week.ó 

[Editors note: John has since been to church a few times] 

Lauren (Law ð 4th Year student) 

òIõve known Amy for a few years at uni. In the last year or so, 

Iõve had the chance to develop an ongoing conversation with 

her about God. As part of Jesus Week, I invited her to the 

friendly debate between ES and the atheist club. She came 

along, and stayed for the Professions Faculty Event afterwards, 

where Geoff gave a Two Ways to Live gospel presentation (a 

concise way of sharing the gospel). Afterwards, Amy said she 

is interested in talking about ôspiritual thingsõ; I look forward to 

continuing our conversation, even after we graduate and pray 

that she will develop a personal relationship with God.ó 

Please continue to pray that these conversations would not 

end at the conclusion of Jesus week but that these students on 

campus would continue to ask questions and find that personal 

relationship with Jesus. 


